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ABSTRACT

This research explores the intricate relationship between Pakistani youth and digital
media in shaping contemporary socio-political and ideological narratives. It
examines how digital platforms have evolved into dynamic arenas of meaning
production, influencing young people’s perceptions, identities, and collective
consciousness. Through a descriptive and analytical methodology, the study
investigates the dual nature of digital influence, its potential to foster awareness,
creativity, and civic engagement, alongside the risks of misinformation, polarization,
and cultural disorientation. Drawing upon theoretical frameworks such as
Cultivation Theory, Agenda Setting Theory, and Social Learning Theory, the paper
situates digital narrative formation within Pakistan’s socio-cultural context. It
analyzes the prevalence of dominant political, religious, gender, and national
discourses circulating online, highlighting their psychological and ideological
impact on youth. Furthermore, the research critically evaluates the phenomenon of
narrative engineering by both state and non-state actors, as well as the transnational
influence of globalization, digital colonialism, and soft power. In response to these
challenges, the study proposes a framework for constructing positive counter-
narratives grounded in Islamic ethics, national identity, and moral communication.
It underscores the pivotal role of educational institutions, media organizations,
religious scholars, and civil society in promoting digital literacy, critical thinking,
and digital ethics. Ultimately, the paper argues that empowering Pakistani youth to
create balanced, knowledge-based narratives is essential for intellectual resilience
and national cohesion in the digital age.
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misinformation, digital literacy, narrative engineering, soft power, critical thinking,
digital ethics.

Correspondence Author: Lugmanabutayyab786@gmail.com.

Conflict of Interest: The authors declare that there are no conflicts of interest related to the research, authorship, and/or publication of this
article, and that the data presented have not been fabricated or falsified.

Funding: This research received no specific grant from any funding agency in the public, commercial, or not-for-profit sectors.

Participant Consent: The authors confirm that Informed consent was obtained from all participants, and confidentiality was duly maintained.
Data Fabrication/ Falsification Statement: The author(s) declare that no data have been fabricated, falsified, or manipulated in this study.
Copyright: Author(s) retains the Copyright of this article.

asirah, Department of Islamic Thought and Culture, , Islamabad. https:/albasirah.numl.edu.p
@@@AIB, h, Department of Islamic Thought and Culture, NUML, Islamabad. https://albasirah.numl.edu.pk/
This Work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License (CC BY-NC 4.0).


mailto:Luqmanabutayyab786@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0001-3312-3109

16

(Counter-Narrative)

asirah, Department of Islamic Thought and Culture, , Islamabad. https:/albasirah.numl.edu.p
@@@AIB, h, Department of Islamic Thought and Culture, NUML, Islamabad. https://albasirah.numl.edu.pk/
This Work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License (CC BY-NC 4.0).



(Narratives)

Understanding)
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Grand Narratives (Jean-Frangois Leotard)
2.

"Homo Narran"

(Counter-Narrative)

13:1

2 Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition: A Report on Knowledge (Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 1984), p: 27
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3 (social perception)
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1972
(priority
Social Learning (Albert Bandura) narratives)
Digital Influencers Theory

Content Creators Icons

2010 2005

YouTube) Twitter (Facebook

3 Gerbner, Communication and the Humanization of Man, (New York: Harper &
Row, 1967), p:14
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(Digital Public Sphere)

(Cognitive Convergence)

(Youth Politics)

2018

5 Pew Research Center, Social Media Use in Emerging Economies (Washington D.C.:
Pew Research Center, 2022), p:18
6 Sunstein, Republic.com 2.0 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2007), p: 41
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7 Cyber Islam

(Youth Culture)

Postmodern Selthood
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(Digital Visibility)

(Digital Ontology)

Critical Thinking

Critical Digital Literacy

Disinformation Campaigns ~ (Information Deception)

7 Bunt, Hashtag Islam: How Cyber-Islamic Environments Are Transforming
Religious Authority (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2018), p: 63
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(Digital Tribalism)
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Digital Intelligentsia
Narrative Engineering
Narrative Engineering
National Narrative
Peter
Pomerantsev
semiotic battlefield 12

10 Haidt, The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and
Religion (New York: Pantheon Books, 2012), p: 89

10: 11

12 Pomerantsev, This Is Not Propaganda: Adventures in the War Against Reality
(New York: Public Affairs, 2019), p: 37
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soft power

Soft power rests on the ability to shape the
preferences of others through attraction rather than
coercion.s

Digital Colonialism

14

(Disinformation) (Misinformation)

diyinfgrmation misinformation )

13 Nye, Soft Power: The Means to Success in World Politics (New York: Public
Affairs, 2004), p: 5

14 Couldry & Mejias, The Costs of Connection: How Data is Colonizing Human Life
and Appropriating It for Capitalism (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2019), p: 23
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organized lyin Arendt (manufactured facts)
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The ideal subject of totalitarian rule is not the
convinced Nazi or Communist, but people for whom the
distinction between fact and fiction no longer exists.16

organized lying

(dependency)

(existential)

setting

misinformation Digital policy vacuums

digital literacy

16 Arendt, The Origins of Totalitarianism (New York: Harcourt, Brace & Co., 1951),
p: 474
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18 Igbal, Allama Muhammad, Kulliyat-e-lgbal (Lahore: Sheikh Ghulam Ali & Sons,
1973), p: 214
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